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COMMEMORATING 100 YEARS TOGETHER  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Dear Fellow Arizonans: 

On February 14, 1912, after nearly 49 years as a U.S. territory and thousands of years as a sacred home 

to indigenous peoples, Arizona became the 48th and last of the contiguous states to enter the Union of 

the United States of America.  

At the time of its statehood, Arizona epitomized the economic promise of the American West. Rich in 

natural resources, the state was earning its reputation as the home of the Five Cõs ð copper, cattle, 

cotton, citrus, and climate.  Its people reflected the rich history and heritage of the Southwest, from the 

influences of its Native American and Hispanic cultures to the adventurous spirit of its early prospectors, 

ranchers, and farmers. All embraced Arizonaõs rugged and rich environment to create a unique and 

prosperous lifestyle. 

Arizona continues to be recognized for its natural beauty, a high quality of life, and its ongoing 

innovation in all fields, from agriculture to technology. 

Together, as we plan and prepare for this Arizona milestone, the Centennial commemoration will be an 

opportunity to reflect on Arizonaõs past, present, and future as well as our rich diversity of people, 

places, and progress.  It is our hope that in 2012 we can boast of our own òFive Csó that made the 

Arizona Centennial meaningful and memorable ð that the Centennial was a time for: 

 Commemoration  that provided the opportunity to learn from our past and tell all the stories 

of Arizona that should be told so we continue to move forward with better understanding and 

empathy among our citizens. 

 Celebration of all we are today as Arizonans by hosting a homecoming for friends and family, 

welcoming newcomers one and all, and exhibiting all the innovation and progress we have made 
since our early beginnings.  

 Collaboration  among public and private sectors to create meaningful celebrations and projects 

whose impact will endure for years to come. 

 Community  gathered together to showcase Arizonaõs rich and diverse tapestry of natural, 

cultural, and social history, as well as its economic vibrancy. 

 Cooperation  to use this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity as a catalyst to plan for and invest in 

our future, so that future generations of Arizonans may enjoy an even higher quality of life than 

our forebears left for us.  

On behalf of the Arizona Centennial and the two commissions planning this milestone event, we look 

forward to working with you! 

Arizona Centennial Commission and Arizona Centennial 2012 Foundation 

Arizona Historical Advisory Commission 
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MISSION, VISION, VALUES  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

The Arizona Centennial Commemoration will be a statewide, multi -year observation, with events 

and activities taking place 2010 through 2012 in communities across the state. The Arizona 

Centennial Commission and its Arizona Centennial 2012 Foundation ð in collaboration with the 

Arizona Historical Advisory Commission ð heads up commemoration planning and 

implementation. 

MISSION |Develop, support, and implement a statewide plan to commemorate Arizonaõs 

Centennial, including public and private observances locally, regionally, and nationally.  

VISION | The Arizona Centennial will inspire all Arizonans to appreciate our stateõs rich past, 

celebrate the present, and, together, create a vibrant and sustainable future.  

VALUES |  

 Inclusiveness  ï The Centennial will embrace all citizens for the vital contributions they have 

made to our state over the last 100 years and the critical role they must continue to play for a 

successful future.  

 Empowerment  ï The Centennial will motivate Arizonans throughout the state to remember the 

past, celebrate the present, and imagine the future in ways that are unique and meaningful to 

their local communities. 

 Sense of Pride  ï The Centennial will encourage collaborations and partnerships among the 

public and private sectors, as well as among communities, to create a myriad of meaningful 

celebrations across the state. 

 Sense of Place ï The Centennial will encourage our citizens to experience the rich and diverse 

tapestry of Arizonaõs natural, cultural, and social history that will guide us into a promising 

future.  

 Stewardship ï The Centennial will encourage the preservation of Arizonaõs social, cultural, 

economic, and natural resources on which a sustainable future depends. 

 Legacy ï The Centennial will encourage projects and activities whose impact will endure and 

whose influence will extend across the nation as a commemoration of the Centennial and life in 

Arizona as it was in 2012. 
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WHY CELEBRATE?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Arizona was founded on rugged individualism matched with hard work and vision.  It was this 

indomitable spirit that shaped and molded our state into the place we now call home. From our 

school children to centenarians, from urban centers to rural communitiesñwe all have the 

opportunity to come together and commemorate this indomitable spirit and the 100 years of growth, 

challenge and success it engendered.  

Of course, our centennial planning comes in the midst of extraordinary times.  Not unlike 100 years 

ago, Arizona faces both enormous challenges and opportunities.  Our state and nation are charting a 

vital course through serious economic times. And, although we may not have abundant funds to 

plan and celebrate our Centennial, we do have abundant pride, energy and resourcefulness to pay 

tribute to our Grand Canyon State. 

The Centennial is not only about events and history; it is most importantly about people.  The 

people we are and the people we want to be. Some of us are multi-generational Arizona natives and 

some of us may have only arrived a week ago, but together we are Arizona! 

As we approach the Centennial, some say, òHow can you celebrate a Centennial during economic 

crisis, amid budget cuts and fiscal uncertainty?ó Some have shrugged off the Centennial saying, 

òWho cares?ó, òWhat is so important?ó, or òWe have more important things to focus on.ó 

To those people, we say this time of budget crisis and economic uncertainty is the time to celebrate 

what is certainñthe strength, pride and diversity of the people of Arizona! 

From the mines and farmlands of Southern and Central Arizona to the canyons and pine forests of 

Northern Arizona, Arizona is a beautiful place that deserves this special honor. 

To those who may not think that the Centennial is a priority, we respectfully disagree.  It is precisely 

in times of struggle that bringing people together to support a common cause can be most 

meaningful. We need a point of pride we can come together and rally around, and the Centennial 

gives us that opportunity.  

It seems commonplace to talk about what is wrong today, but for the Arizona Centennial, we 

challenge you to honor what is right today.  It is usñindividuals, organizations and communities 

working togetherñthat make this state such a wonderful place to live. It is us who weave together 

the fabric that is the mighty spirit of Arizona.   

Get involved.  Your involvement is the key to unlocking the success of our Centennial 

commemoration and celebration. 
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THE CENTENNIAL PLAN  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

In 2012, Arizona will celebrate its 100th year of Statehood.  

Each community is important to the Centennial celebration. Centennial events and activities will 

showcase the diverse nature of the state with respect to its people, entrepreneurial spirit, unique 

destinations and educational opportunities.  

The Centennial goal is to have all 22 tribes, 15 counties and 120 cities and towns represented with at 

least one officially designated Arizona Centennial Event and/or Legacy Project that is unique and 

meaningful to its community.  

The Arizona Centennial Commission through its non-profit Arizona Centennial 2012 Foundation is 

organizing a high concentration of Centennial Signature Projects, Signature Events and promotions to 

take place between September 2011 and February 2012.   

Additionally, the Commission will sanction òOfficial Centennial Eventsó that take place between 

February 2011 through December 2012, and the Arizona Historical Advisory Commission continues 

to designate Centennial Legacy Projects. Both Official Centennial Events and Centennial Legacy 

Projects will be community-driven initiatives, which is why your ideas, support and enthusiasm are so 

vital to the success of the Centennial.  

It is through this dynamic combination of Commission-generated and community-generated projects 

and events that we will bring to life the Centennial vision of inspiring Arizonans to appreciate our 

stateõs past, celebrate the present, and create a vibrant and sustainable future as well as reaching our 

goal to have all 22 tribes, 15 counties and 120 cities and towns participate in way that is unique and 

meaningful to its community.  

Together, we have the opportunity to serve the state and its citizens to plan and organize this historic 

100th anniversary of statehood.  Like Arizonans before us, we will need to roll up our sleeves and 

dive in, gathering strength from the enterprising spirit that has always marked Arizonaõs hopes and 

dreams.   

Following is an overview of current Centennial Signature Projects, Signature Events, Official 

Centennial Events, and Centennial Legacy Projects to-date.  Once reviewed, if you are searching for 

guidance or additional ideas go to www.arizona100.org and review òThe Resource Guideó under 

the tab entitled òGet Involved.ó 
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SIGNATURE PROJECTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
The Arizona Centennial Commission, through its Foundation, has determined its Signature Projects 

and will take the leadership role in creating, managing and implementing these projects.  In 

addition, the Commission assumes responsibility for raising funds or creating revenue streams to 

support each of the Signature Projects including sponsorship opportunities and recognition for 

privately contributed dollars from individuals, corporations and/or foundations.  Listed below are 

the Signature Projects as outlined by the Commission and Foundation: 

 

ARIZONA EXPERIENCE MUSEUM | In collaboration with the State of Arizona and the Arizona 

Historical Society, the centerpiece of the Centennial is the Arizona Experience Museum. Designed 

with the idea that Arizonaõs past will lead us to our future as a state, the new museum will raise the 

bar for museum experiences in Arizona and is destined to become an attraction for residents and 

visitors alike.  

 

         
 

 
ARIZONA CENTENNIAL PENNY DRIVE |  Pennies were collected by Arizonaõs K-8 schools to clean, 

polish and reseal the historic Arizona Capitol Museum Copper Dome. Penny Drive lesson plans 

were available to schools emphasizing the importance of copper, philanthropy, state governance, 

etc.  With the help of all the school children we raised over $30,000! (February 9 ð April 15, 2011) 
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SIGNATURE PROJECTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

ARIZONA LICENSE PLATE |  In collaboration with the Department of Transportation, a 

commemoration license plate was designed in honor of Arizonaõs Centennial. It became available 

for sale on October 30, 2011. License plates can be ordered online or at an Arizona Motor Vehicle 

Division Office near you. 

 

 

 

 

CENTENNIAL TREE PROJECT |  Engage cities, counties, schools, churches, organizations and 

citizens to plant trees as part of the Centennial Tree Project. By planting a tree that will last into the 

next Century, the project provides a one-of-a-kind opportunity to embrace Arizonaõs 100th birthday 

and recognizes the vital role trees have played in the history of the state.   

In collaboration with the Pioneers Cemetery Association and the City of Phoenix, the Arizona 

Centennial Commission kicked off the Centennial Tree Project on National Arbor Day, April 30, 

2010 by helping to plant an initial five Cathedral Live Oak trees and 35 additional trees over the next 

year in the Pioneer & Military Memorial Park to commemorate the upcoming Arizona Centennial.  
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SIGNATURE PROJECTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
CENTENNIAL VOLUNTEER CHALLENGE |  In collaboration with the Governorõs Office for 

Children, Youth and Families, a major statewide campaign was created to inspire people to give 

back to Arizona through volunteering and charitable giving. 

 

   
 
 

 

CENTENNIAL WAY |  Washington Street from 7th to 15th Avenue, aka the òCentennial Wayó project, 

has been completed! Renovations of the street includes new widened decorative sidewalks, better 

defined decorative crosswalks, ADA curb ramps, bike lanes, enhanced pedestrian lighting, 

landscaping, and streetscape elements such as shade structures, county and tribal markers.  (May 

2011 ð February 2012) 

 

      

 
 

 
TEAM CENTENNIAL COMPETITOR PROGRAM |  Centennial patches, pins and stickers were 

provided to over 250 high schools and were given to Arizona athletes and non-athletic competitors.  

Throughout the 2011-2012 school year these colorful patches, pins and stickers will be worn as a 
reward for student achievement as well as to show state pride. 
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SIGNATURE PROJECTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE ARIZONA STATEHOOD STAMP |  The United States Postal 

Service granted the state of Arizona to create and design commemorative Arizona Statehood stamp. 

With the help of Arizona artist, Ed Mell, the Statehood Day came to life, with a beautiful image of 

Cathedral Rock.  

 

    
 
 

 

 

WESLY BOLIN PLAZA - MEMORIALS |  The goal is to refurbish the USS Arizona Anchor, Ernest W. 

McFarland, and Peace Officer Memorials in Wesley Bolin Park.  In addition, any remaining funds 

will be endowed to provide funding for Wesley Bolin Park and Centennial Way maintenance, 

refurbishment of memorials, historical markers, Centennial Trees and overall landscape.  This 

project will kick-off on December 7 with the goal to complete the USS Arizona Anchor Memorial 

and rededicate it on the 70th Anniversary of the Attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 2011. 
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SIGNATURE EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

The Arizona Centennial Commission, through its Foundation, has determined its Signature Events 

and will take the leadership role in creating, managing and implementing these projects.  In 

addition, the Commission assumes responsibility for raising funds or creating revenue streams to 

support each of the Signature Events including sponsorship opportunities and recognition for 

privately contributed dollars from individuals, corporations and/or foundations.  Listed below are 

the Signature Events as outlined by the Commission and Foundation: 

 

 

ARIZONA CENTENNIAL COPPER CHOPPER & TRAVELING EXHIBIT | The Arizona Copper 

Chopper (motorcycle) was created and built by Arizonaõs own Paul Yaffe toured the state for 17 

months promoting Arizonaõs100 Years of Statehood. It served as an ambassador, bringing with it 

the Centennial Commissionõs celebration, a motorcycle safety educational exhibit and Arizona 

History exhibit to every corner of the State.  The Copper Chopper made appearances at festivals, 

fairs, sporting events and more and attendees at these events had an opportunity to purchase a $5 

drawing ticket to win the Copper Chopper. The Copper Chopper also promoted the Centennial 

Ride, a motorcycle ride from Mesa Riverview to the Phoenix Best Fest. (October 23, 2010 through 

February 12, 2012) 

 

 
 

 

ARIZONA CENTENNIAL UNION PACIFIC STEAM LOCOMOTIVE TOUR | Union Pacific Railroad's 

historic steam locomotive, No. 844, traveled along the Southern Arizona Railroad Corridor known 

as the ôSunset Routeõ to celebrate Arizonaõs Centennial, as well as railroad's history and heritage. 

The locomotive mad overnight stops and had a number of display days in select towns and cities 

that were determined by Union Pacific.  (November 2011) 
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SIGNATURE EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

ARIZONA BEST FEST | PRESCOTT | PHOENIX | Projected to attract more than 250,000 people, 

Arizona Best Fest ð a series of street festivals that presented our Stateõs diverse and vibrant culture, 

honored the past, and celebrated the future in a lively, fun and educational way. The best of Arizona 

were presented through pavilions (renewable energy, natural resources, science & the future, sports, 

Arizona storytelling, military and history), cultures (American Indian, Hispanic, and Western) and 

local restaurants, wineries, microbreweries, arts and crafts. (Prescott - September 16-18, 2011 and 

Phoenix - February 11-12, 2012) 

 

     
 

 

CENTENNIAL RIDE | Country Star and Arizona Native Dierks Bentley along with Paul Yaffe (on 

the AZ Copper Chopper) led thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts on a 16 mile ceremonial ride in 

honor of Arizonaõs 100 Years of Statehood. Inspiration for this ride came from our mascot ð the 

Copper Chopper ð and we had over 5,000 rides join us on the ride from Mesa Riverview to the 

Arizona Best Fest Phoenix held at the Arizona State Capitol. (February 11, 2012) 
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SIGNATURE EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR CONCERTS | The 360 members of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 

and the 110-member Orchestra performed a patriotic, Centennial tribute concert at the US Airways 

Center in Phoenix. It has been more than 42 years since the Mormon Tabernacle Choir has 

performed in Arizona and we were pleased to have them here as part of the Centennial Celebration. 

(February 10 and 11, 2012) 

 
 

ARIZONAõS 100TH STATEHOOD DAY | TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2012 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ARIZONA! | For Arizonaõs 100th Statehood Day, the Centennial Commission 

planned several activities and events for the entire day!  FREE festivities include exhibitors, 
performers, storytellers, musicians and Arizonaõs own Wayne Newton at taking place at the Arizona 
State Capitol from 9am to 3pm! (Tuesday, February 14, 2012) 

  
 

 

FIRST DAY ISSUE USPS ARIZONA CENTENNIAL STAMP CEREMONY | First day issue of the 

Arizona Statehood stamp by the USPS was held on February 14, 2012. Citizens could purchase 

Arizona Statehood stamps, special envelopes and receive their First Day Issue cancellation. 

(February 14, 2012)  
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SIGNATURE EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

CENTENARIAN BRUNCH | The Centennial Commission put together a birthday brunch which 

honored individuals that were 100 years or older in 2012, as well as companies and nonprofit 

organizations that have been doing business in Arizona for 100 years or more. The room was filled 

with 400+ people, including 65 Centenarians, 19 Companies, 19 Nonprofits and all of their special 

guests! (February 14, 2012) 

 

   
 

 

FANDANGO ARIZONA! CELEBRATING 100 YEARS | As the premiere Gala of the Centennial, 

Fandango was an evening that will be remembered from start to finish. The Gala celebrated all of 

Arizona ð from its people, to its places and of course its progress. (February 14, 2012)  

     

    
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   14 

OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

In addition to the Arizona Centennial Commissionõs Signature Projects and Events, the 

Commission plans to recognize many projects and events throughout Arizonaõs 15 counties. 

The variety and multitude of Arizona festivals and events have made a significant impact on 

Arizonans as wells as tourism for our communities and regions.  Not only does Arizona possess 

breathtaking natural resources, these events and festivals make Arizona an even more interesting 

and exciting place to travel.   

From the annual Arizona State Fair to the stateõs dozens of street fairs, community festivals, 

culinary fairs, historical celebrations, Native culture festivals and county fairs, it seems thereõs 

always a celebration happening somewhere in Arizona. 

As Arizona plans and prepares for its Centennial milestone, Arizona will celebrate its Centennial 

with a calendar of activities, projects and events that commemorate our stateõs diverse nature and 

economic growth and development. 

To encourage tribes, counties, cities, towns and organizations to participate in the commemoration 

of Arizonaõs 100th Statehood, the Arizona Centennial Commission, through its Arizona Centennial 

2012 Foundation Special Events Committee, has established an Official Arizona Centennial Event 

Designation Program.  This program will sanction and designate existing or newly created events 

and festivals as an òOfficial Centennial Event.ó   

Events may range from major celebrations to exhibitions and festivals featuring Native arts, dances, 

and food to pioneer parades and historical events to major multicultural and Latino celebrations to 

professional and collegiate sporting events to plays, concerts and all forms of performing arts.  

Whatever your event or activity may be, it is our goal to showcase it during the Arizona Centennial 

commemoration and celebration. 

Newly created or existing events that take place between February 2011 and December 2012 and 

meet the requirements listed below are eligible to apply for and become official sanctioned events.  

The highest concentration of Centennial events, promotions and publicity will take place between 

September 2011 and February 2012.  The Arizona Centennial Commission, through its Arizona 

Centennial 2012 Foundation, recently made its first few designations:  
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OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

10 th  ANNUAL ARIZONA HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONFERENCE, Prescott |  The conference 

was originally designed as a training session for Certified Local Governments or municipalities that 

participate in the historic preservation activities as dictated by the State Historic Preservation Office. 

The conference rotates around the state to encourage participation from rural communities as well 

as major metropolitan areas. The population of participants is open to anyone interested in Arizona 

history, historic preservation, Tribal cultural resource management, education, homeownership, and 

more. Attendees come from neighboring states and from as far away as British Columbia, 

Washington DC, Illinois, and Western Europe. The two-day event consists of workshops, 

informational sessions, keynote presentations by internationally-renowned authors and speakers on 

the subjects of historic preservation methodology, technology, archaeology, legislation, funding 

sources, project management, cultural resource management, adaptive reuse, sustainability, and 

much more. (June 13-15, 2012) 

 
100TH APACHE COUNTRY RODEO & PARADE ò100 YEARS: OUR WAYó, Springerville | July 4th, 

2012 is the 100th consecutive Sheriff's Posse Rodeo in Round Valley. The annual parade is the morning 

of the 4th. Community events include free pancake breakfast by the Eagar Fire Department; skateboard 

competitions, racquetball competitions, art walk with wine and cheese reception, vendors, bicycle 

racing, educational forums, and two evening dances at the rodeo grounds. (June 29, 2012 - July 4th, 

2012) 

 

100TH ARIZONA TOWN HALL, Tucson| The 100th Arizona Town Hall will be a gathering of 135 civic, 

community, business and public leaders from across Arizona to spend three and a half days discussing 

the topic of civic engagement in Arizona. Attendees will be provided a research report in advance that 

will be prepared by one of Arizona's universities and will contain both history and perspective on the 

subject. The actual convening of the town hall in April will involve breaking the body in 5 panels, each 

charged with reaching consensus in response to a series of questions and drawing conclusions and 

making recommendations on how to build, enhance and expand civic engagement. At the end of the 

session, a consensus report of all panels will be developed in plenary session. The recommendations and 

research will be published and available to all Arizonans and there will be community outreach sessions 

presented across the state. Copies of the report will also be provided to elected and public officials, 

community leaders and educational institutions. (April 22-25, 2012) 
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OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
100  YEARS OF ARIZONA AT WORK, Phoenix | A unique exhibit of historical photographs depicting 

100 years of Arizona's economic growth. Alliance Bank of Arizona's collections of photographs portrays 

the people- entrepreneurs, small business owners, and workers- in the industries and infrastructure that 

shaped Arizona's growth. (January ð February 2012) 

 

100 YEARS OF ARIZONA - COLLECTIBLES, COWBOYS, AND CURIOSITIES, SCOTTSDALE |  

Guests can join in our celebration of 100 years of Arizona by viewing our large private collection of 

vintage and antique Arizona memorabilia (including signs from Arizona towns and businesses, 

Arizona Western movie posters, Grand Canyon souvenirs (including Fred Harvey items), artwork 

from Ari zona Highways photographer, Ray Manley, Tucson pinball machine, wooden jukebox 

from Jerome, and much more.); enjoying cowboy entertainment, featuring Arizona Historian, 

Marshall Trimble; enjoying delicious barbeque and beverage; winning raffle prizes; photographs and 

much more! This event is free to the public. (February 17, 2012) 

 
100  YEARS OF LOVING GOD AND LOVING PEOPLE, Scottsdale|  One hundred years ago, a small 

group of people gathered at Brown and Indian School Roads in Scottsdale to start a church. These 

pioneers of faith were determined to seek after Godõs heart, to reach those within the neighborhood who 

didnõt know God and to build a community which would one day be known as the City of Scottsdale. 

We have continued to pursue this mission through faith, committed leadership and open-handed 

generosity. 100 years later, we continue in the urban center of Scottsdale. On March 16-18, 2012 we will 

celebrate 100 Years of Loving God and Loving People. There will be food, fellowship, music, art 

exhibits, worship and a variety of events throughout the weekend. (March 16-18 2012) 

 

14TH ANNUAL SQUARE DANCE FESTIVAL ð HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY ARIZONA, Phoenix  |  This is 

the Annual Square and Round Dance Festival. We will be having a special guest appearance by Rex 

Al len Jr. who will be singing the song "I Love you Arizona" as part of the mini concert The fee for 

dancers is $45 per person for the entire weekend. $15 for non dancers to enjoy the concert. Various other 

fee's for day of the event tickets only. (February 17-18, 2012) 

 

17th ANNUAL CHANDLER MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL, Chandler | The Chandler Multicultural 

Festival is a five hour event where culture and diversity is celebrated through two stages of 

entertainment, food/beverage booths, craft and information booths, and a kids area. Entertainment 

ranges from dancing to singing to playing instruments and much more. (January 14, 2012) 
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OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

20TH ANNUAL COCHISE COWBOY POETRY AND MUSIC GATHERING, Sierra Vista| The Cochise 

Cowboy Poetry and Music Gathering is celebrating the Centennial Anniversary of Arizonaõs statehood 

as well as our 20th Anniversary of bringing the best Cowboy poetry and music to Cochise County. Our 

Gathering is considered by many to be in the top 10 Gatherings in the country! (February 3 - 5, 2012) 

 

2011 ROUNDUP & OPEN HOUSE AT THE EMPIRE RANCH, Sonoita| The 2011 Roundup & Open 

House at the Historic Empire Ranch celebrates 135 years of ranching history, showcasing past and 

present cowboy and ranch life at the Empire Ranch. Ranching heritage displays and storytelling, cattle 

and horse demonstrations of roping and riding, branding, horseshoeing are among the more than 70 

presenters scheduled. Historic wagons displays, barbecue favorites and old fashioned Dutch oven 

desserts, auctions and raffles make for fun, family friendly festivities. (November 5, 2011) 

 

24TH ANNUAL OPTIMIST CLUB YUMA CATFISH RODEO AND NATURE FAIR, | The Yuma Catfish 

Rodeo and Nature Fair gives families the opportunity to test their fishing skills and to learn more about 

the centennial through their info booth. (October 22, 2011) 

 

24 th  ANNUAL VERDE RIVER DAYS, Phoenix|  The entrance fee is waived until noon, after that it is 

$7.00 for a vehicle with up to four people in it and $3.00 for walk in's. Verde River Days began in 
1988 to promote awareness and to celebrate and protect the fragile distinctive riparian habitat. The 
event will showcase informative and educational exhibits on the historical background and 
significance of environmental aspects of the Verde Valley Travel back in time to hear and see 
photographs of the history of the Verde River and the pioneers who settled in this environment. 

There will be a guided tour of the river with a hydrologist. Entertainment will include a bicycle trail 
ride, plenty of live music, storytelling, Plein Air artists, nature gallery, dance performance, story 
quilt, fishing clinic, live reptiles and bird display. It is an event that is sure to delight - something for 
everyone to enjoy in the inspiring nature setting. (September 29, 2012) 
 

28TH ANNUAL ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARADE AND FAIRE, Phoenix | Through the years, the St. 

Patrick's Day Parade and Faire has celebrated Irish Culture and traditions and the 2011 event "Arizona's 

Irish Celebrate the Centennial" will include special features to celebrate Arizona's upcoming Centennial.  

The parade is the second largest parade in Arizona and the faire features Irish entertainment, crafts, 

foods, etc. celebrating and preserving the rich and varied contributions of the Irish culture. (March 12, 

2011) 
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OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL EVENTS  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
4TH OF JULY ALL AMERICAN FESTIVAL & CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION, Peoria, Maricopa | 

Peoriaõs 4th of July Celebration of Nationhood and Arizonaõs Statehood. (July 4th, 2011) 

 

54 th  HEARD MUSEUM GUILD INDIAN FAIR AND MARKET, Phoenix | One of Arizona's most 

significant cultural events, the Heard Museum Guild Indian Fair and Market is a world-acclaimed 

festival that draws nearly 20,000 visitors and over 700 of the nationõs most outstanding and successful 

American Indian artists. (March 3- 4, 2012) 

 
6th  ANNUAL GEO-CACHE BASH, Phoenix| READY to EXPLORE SET to NAVIGATE GO 

GEO-CACHE! The 6th annual event is an opportunity to participate in a fun family activity of 
exploration and navigation; a high-tech search for historical clues. " Geo-caching is a real-world 
outdoor treasure hunting sport using GPS- enabled devices. Participants navigate to a specific set of 
GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the geo-cache, (container) hidden at that 
location"......Jessica Compton Park Manager, Gary Peaslee, will introduce the history of GPS and 
the Geo-Cache sport and then teach how to do the sport. Following, the participants will be set loose 
to explore the nature trails of the park for an enjoyable experience of geo-caching. Some GPS units 
will be supplied on a first come first served basis. Yes, there will be prizes. The event includes a 
presentation by the Lake Havasu City Museum of History on the explorers of this area. "The raw 
Western Frontier's evolution from Terra Incognito of the early explorers to the vibrant and 
progressive state of Arizona today is the result of advances in navigation technology. Early survey 
instruments guided explorers and created the maps that were used to lay out the boundaries of our 
state. Compass and sextant to level and laser all have played a part. Whipple and Ives coming down 

the Bill Williams river seeking a route for a transcontinental railroad passed within a few miles of 
Cattail Cove. Aubrey City, to the south was a major stop of the Colorado River Steamboats. Stops 
for fuel and to offload goods were surveyed and marked on maps by river mile. The museum will 
bring old maps from their files and will relate them to Cattail Cove and the river in that area. The 
Arizona Site-Stewards will demonstrate how they use GPS and maps to locate and protect Cultural 
Resources - a good example of how the use of GPS extends beyond geo-caching. A native Ironwood 
tree will be dedicated with a Centennial marker. (The Ironwood tree is one of several native trees to 
serve as a nurse tree for the Saguaro Cactus). Tours of the Cactus Garden, nature hikes (flora and 
fauna of the area). The Park Manager will present a lively and fun filled musical program. The event 
will conclude with a narrative slide show on the history of the last 100 years of the area that is now 
Cattail Cove State Park. (March 10, 2012) 
 

 

 

 

 




